
 

 

 

                        

  

Thurs., May 13, 2021  

 

Merkle’s Mental Health Moment – Identifying stress in your child/children   
Dr. Erich Merkle, Pupil Adjustment Program, Office of Special Education, Akron Public Schools 
Like adults, children and adolescents can experience stress. Some stress can be positive because it gives us energy to 
prepare for a big assignment or sports competition, while other stress causes hardship, challenge and immobilizes us. 
During May's annual Mental Health Awareness Month, the American Psychological Association offers these tips to identify 
stress in your child/children and what you can do to help. Above all, managing stress is an essential life skill and when it's 
too much, it's okay not to be okay. 
 

Governor announces end date for health orders 
During a statewide address on Wed., May 12, Gov. Mike DeWine announced most COVID-19 health orders will be ending in 
Ohio on June 2. Orders being removed include protocols for face coverings, social distancing guidelines and capacity 
restrictions for indoor and outdoor events. As COVID-19 cases continue to drop, DeWine announced the future end date 
along with incentives for those who have yet to receive a vaccine.   

 
Greater Akron hospitality industry is offering a COVID-19 vaccination clinic 
The Akron/Summit Convention & Visitors Bureau and the John S. Knight Center are offering a COVID-19 vaccination clinic 
in partnership with Summa Health and Akron Children’s Hospital. The clinic takes place on May 24 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the John S. Knight Center. Masks are mandatory to enter the center. To register, call 330.374.8900 and provide the names 
of those attending and your arrival time.  
 

Register for Summer Art Camp as part of APS Summer Connected Learning  
Art Summer Camp is one of 50 programs offered through the Third Semester APS Summer Connected Learning program. 
Students in middle or high school interested in drawing, painting or photography have the opportunity to enhance their 
creativity through this in-person camp. The camp is offered from 8 a.m. to noon June 14-25 and June 28-July 9. Learn more 
and register.   
 

Strategic Services is offering summer employment for students  
Strategic Services, a company that provides inflatables, mechanical rides, rock walls and other carnival games, is hiring 
event crew members for the summer. Applicants must be 16 years old or older and have their own transportation. Hourly 
rate is $10 an hour along with a $100 training bonus.  
 

Register for the 2021 Virtual Summer Youth Education Program 
The Virtual Summer Youth Education Program is now open for registration to those who are 16-20 years old. The online, six-
week program focuses on job readiness with an opportunity to earn an occupational skills credential. Each participant will be 
provided a free Chromebook to keep and is eligible to earn up to $1,470 in incentive payments if all programming is 
completed. Those interested must meet the following requirements to be considered eligible for the program:  

• Be a resident of Summit County  

• Be 16-20 years old on or before June 1; those out of high school must reside in a home with a minor child  

• Household income does not exceed 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines 

• Be available to participate online from early June through late July  
Learn more and register.  

 
APS plus After-Hours Support for students and families 
After-hours support has reopened for the semester. APS plus After-Hours Support assists students and families with K-12 
tutoring and academic support, family support services, social-emotional urgent support, technology and Google Classroom 
troubleshooting. Hours are Monday-Thursday from 4-7 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It will be closed on 
holidays. Call 330.761.7943 for assistance. For information, visit akronschools.com.  

Educational and mental health resources   

• 5 Things Parents Can Do to Support Learning at 
Home 

• 9 Tips for Parents Navigating Online Learning 

• 22 Remote Learning Tips for Parents 

• CDC: Help Children Learn at Home 

• Online Learning Tips for Families 
 
APS social media  

• Facebook  @akronpublicschools 

• Twitter       @akronschools 

• LinkedIn   @akron-public-schools 

• YouTube  @Akron Schools 

 
 
 
 
 
 

General resources 
• Akron Summit County Library  
• APS Covid-19 Dashboard 

• APS District Website  

• APS Family Resources  

• APS Learning 2020-21 Google Site 

• Get 2 School/Stay in the Game 

• Ohio Department of Education (ODE) 

• Summit County Public Health 

• United Way 2-1-1 Resource Referral 
 
Forms and downloads 

• Bullying/harassment Complaint Form 

• Help Desk Form 
 

All the resources below have clickable links for your convenience.  

https://www.nami.org/Get-Involved/Awareness-Events/Mental-Health-Awareness-Month
https://www.apa.org/topics/stress/children?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=apa-stress&utm_content=signs-stress-kids-teens&fbclid=IwAR2G0fB4RUKyu23Hv9lHGokq8jUISjbQ66zZLOSnYEoJNyc0jJVi5bXGqYU
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/resources/news-releases-news-you-can-use/covid-19-update-05-12-21
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GIuSFjnyCrSpG0TEF0Vdn2oD3kKgxgta/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GIuSFjnyCrSpG0TEF0Vdn2oD3kKgxgta/view
https://www.akronschools.com/news/what_s_new/summer_jobs_for_students
https://www.akronschools.com/news/what_s_new/summer_jobs_for_students
https://mcusercontent.com/a4b4251cac24a922bc849199e/files/f80c68a8-b16c-ea30-a415-54e1a7241efc/2021_Summer_Youth_Education_Program_News_Release.pdf
https://sccares.formstack.com/forms/summer_youth_virtual_education
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://blog.edmentum.com/5-things-parents-can-do-support-students-learning-online
https://blog.edmentum.com/5-things-parents-can-do-support-students-learning-online
https://www.theladders.com/career-advice/tips-for-parents-online-learning-with-children
https://www.teachthought.com/technology/remote-learning-tips-for-parents/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/children/learning.html
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/online-learning-how-to-prepare-child
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/online-learning-how-to-prepare-child
https://www.facebook.com/akronpublicschools/
https://twitter.com/akronschools
https://www.linkedin.com/company/akron-public-schools/
https://www.youtube.com/user/akronschools
https://www.akronlibrary.org/
https://www.akronschools.com/district/covid-19_dashboard
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://www.akronschools.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=409163&pageId=11798553
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/apsreopening/home
https://get2school.org/
http://education.ohio.gov/
https://www.scph.org/
https://www.uwsummit.org/211
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebqreuG0Sa6WQZN4P9IHwd506K7jCyGDx509yAhxapwvoJSg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrHNXfRhg7hRsxSqyyi5HbDTHsUSpUqA0PYFgVMh0JNJKd4g/viewform

